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Gifts and in-kind donations received March 8 – July 9, 2013.  If your name is misspelled or omitted, or you wish to be acknowledged differently, please call 253-858-4240.

Buttons and Bows 
Preeschool LLC
Dimmer Family Foundation 
Gig Harbor Lions Club 
Northpoint Trading 
Company, Inc. 
Petco Foundation
Real Carriage Door Co.
Robert A. & Kathleen L. 
Hess Trust
Seattle Chapter  
 of World Wings
St. Nicholas Catholic School,  
 3rd Grade Class
TechSoup Microsoft 
Fulfillment
T.F.H. Publications, INC
Nylabone products
Judy Aizuss 
Sherri L Anderson 
Russell & Margie Aoki 
Rodney & Kei Aton 
Ted Axtell 
Christine & Steve Ayler 
Richard Baerg 
Jeb & Cynthia Baker 
Ross & Karen Barde, 
Randy’s Loans 
Susan Barrows, PG&E 
Corporation  
Richard Bartlett 
Richard Berntsen 

Carol Blakely 
Jen Blankers,  
 Lucky Dog Outfitters 
Marilyn Beauregard  
 & Bob Hearst 
Robert Brostrom 
Bonnie Bush 
Laura & Mark Carlson 
Rodney & Lynette Case 
Steve Daniels  
 & Christine Cross 
Beverly & Terry Conner 
Florence & Dave Covey 
Leesa & Richard Coyner 
Lucy Cristy 
Marian & John Cummans 
Jackie & John Davies 
Heather DeJesus 
Marcia DePatie 
Lee Desta 
Cecil E. Donaho 
Penny Drost 
Scott & Inga Duncan 
Marilyn Evenson 
Linda Ferris 
Cathleen Fitzgerald 
Jan Fohrell 
Merrielee Fowler 
Clara & Scott Gary 
Spencer Gaylord 
Inga & Warren Geri 
Deanne Gilbert 
Donald Gillmore 
Billie Grande 
Heather Gregory 
Marlys & Glen Griffis 

Kara Haddock 
Lisa & Dan Hardebeck 
Robin Harmony 
Phyllis Harrison, Art Stop 
Frances Hatzis 
Michelle & Steve Heeb 
Laurel Helm 
Steven Herbert 
David & Kathryn Hyde 
Pam & Angelo Ianello 
Jacqueline Jacoby 
Suzanne & John James 
John & Patricia Jerkovich 
Carrie & Stephen Johnson 
Clifton & Jill Johnson 
Carrie & Stephen Johnson 
Sheila & Anthony Johnston 
Betty Jones 
Mike Kartes 
Peg Kehret 
Margaret Kemp 
Anne & Bryce Kerker 
Ron & Elaine Kinzel 
Patricia & George Krick 
Linda & Paul LeBlanc 
Elizabeth Leger 
Lorinna Lindsay 
Shelly Malan, 4dognite 
Agility Training 
Kenneth & Cheri Matheson 
Donald & Carol Mayo 
Diana Mayon 
Amy & PJ McGuire 
Hugh & Janice McMillan 
Lois & Bill McMonnies 
June & John Mercer 

Anne Miller 
Eric & Lisa Moore 
Bob Morton 
Karen Munz 
Carol Neely 
Jeanne C. Neff 
Bill Nerin 
Everett & Shirley Newcomb 
Charles & Carolyne 
Nicodemus 
Candy & Rockney Nigretto 
Steven & Barbara Nourse 
Phyllis & Stan Olsen 
Carol & Larry Overland 
Stephen & Jan Owen 
David Oxley 
Julie Page 
Tim & Karen Parsons 
Monica Butler & Pete Philley 
Vida Piera 
Jennifer & Mitchell Pomeroy 
Rise M. Powers 
Sue Rand 
LeAnne Redding 
Lester & Estelle Reid 
Mary Richman 
Lawrence Ripsher 
Judith Smith & Roger Rue 
Judith Rucker 
Stephen & Mary Rutherford  
Robert & Judie Shirley 
Timothy Sholtis 
Suzanne Simchuk 
Estell Sleavin 
Beny & R.J. Smith 
Leonard & Gail Sommer 

Molly Stuen 
Elynn & Vernon Sturin 
Mary Sugimoto 
Kelli Sullivan 
Donna Swick 
Daniel & Kelly Syhre 
Patricia Terenzi 
Nadine Thompson 
Linda Thompson 
Pamela & Darryl Todd 
Janet Tully 
Blanche & Rene Valverde 
William & Ann Weinschenk 
Roger & Sue Williams 
Denise Williams 
Deanne Witt 
Kelly Wolff 
Ruthmarie Zimmerman 

IN MEMORY OF . . .
Brandi & Heidi 
Richard Bartlett   
Marvin 
Marcia DePatie 
Nancy J. Stevens 
Merrielee Fowler 
Bubba 
Inga & Warren Geri
Betty Perkovich 
Laurel Helm
ABU 
Clifton & Jill Johnson 

Naughty Nora 
Jan James
Sam 
Betty Jones 
Grady 
Patricia & George Krick 
Simon 
Anonymous
Simon 
Eric & Lisa Moore 
Our Kids 
Charles & Carolyne 
Nicodemus 
Charlie 
Phyllis & Stan Olsen 
Max & Cody 
Vida Piera 
My beloved Max & Trinny 
Rise M. Powers 
Moose 
LeAnne Redding
Louie 
Robert & Judie Shirley 
Toby 
Mary Sugto 
Cassie, Nelly Bell & Heidi 
Patricia Terenzi
Chico & Pete Thompson 
Linda Thompson 

IN HONOR OF . . .
Mozart 
Linda Ferris 
Russell & Margie Aoki 
Lisa & Dan Hardebeck 
Anne Clement  
 Happy Birthday! 
Pam & Angelo Ianello 
Rosey 
John & Patricia Jerkovich 
Miss Brenda 
 13 years young 
Stephen & Mary Rutherford 
Duke 
Timothy Sholtis 
Wally 
Linda Thompson

Thank you D
onors!! 

SEPT 14
th

Save the Date!



Confidence. Independence. A sense 
of self-worth and identity.

These were the recurring themes as 
friends and supporters of Prison Pet 
Partnership gathered on June 21st to 
celebrate the accomplishments of the 
previous year. 

The evening opened with a moving 
speech from PPP kennel worker 
and trainer, Chris Burley. It was an 
especially poignant address as it 
came less than a month before her 
release (see the offender corner of 
this issue!). 

Our next speakers, Ashlee Eddy 
and her mother, Carol, have been 
members of the extended PPP family 
since Ashlee was first partnered 
with her first service dog, Leif. “When 
you’re a disabled child, you don’t 
have any confidence, and you never 
think you’re good enough as all the 
other kids,” Carol said, speaking of 
Ashlee’s experience growing up. 
“After having Leif, she knew the 
difference. Of what it was like to be 
independent. She knew, when she 
had Leif, what all of these freedoms 
were that we all experienced. When 
she lost Leif, she didn’t have that 

independence that [PPP] worked 
so hard to achieve for her…And, I 
couldn’t give it back to her. The only 
people who could give it back to 
her were all of you and everything 
you went through to create another 
wonderful dog.”

This year, PPP acknowledged 16 
women who completed the Basic 
Pet Care class. This entry-level 
class is offered to offenders as a 
pre-requisite for employment at 
PPP. Additionally, we recognized 
18 women for completing the Basic 
Obedience class. This introductory 
training class is a new pre-requisite 
for participation in the training 
program.

We celebrated the placement of 
three new service dog teams and 
one active therapy dog teams. As 
mentioned, Ashlee Eddy returned for 
her second Seizure Response Service 
Dog, Hurley. 

Pat Madden also returned to PPP to 
be partnered with his second Seizure 
Response Service Dog after his first 
dog passed away earlier this year. 
Pat’s new partner Seamus was happy 
to fill the paw prints in his new job!

This was Rachel Bishop’s first time 
receiving a Seizure Response Service 
Dog but she formed a quick and 
solid bond with her new canine 
partner, Grant. 

Additionally, Prison Pet Partnership 
welcomed back Paroled Pet Naudia 
and Therapy Dog Eeyore. Eeyore 
was placed as a companion 
Therapy dog with the Karsh family 
during the past year. 

Prison Pet Partnership extends a 
well-earned congratulations and 
thank you to everyone who, in 
their own way, helped make this 
graduation a great success. 

Margie and Russell have been 
volunteering with PPP for a little over 
6 months. Offenders, staff and other 
volunteers have pulled me aside 
to tell me how much they enjoy 

working, speaking and spending 
time with the Aoki’s! I asked Russell 
to share their story and he had this to 
say… 

“In July of 2011, Margie and I 
adopted our first dog “Sammie”; 
an abandoned, insecure, scared, 
floppy eared, brindle mutt from 
the Pierce County Humane Society. 
With time and TLC, we watched her 
turn into a confident, happy dog. 
At the same time I noticed other 
things in our life change; Margie’s 
chronic health conditions improved, 
Saturday breakfast with Sammie 
took priority over emails. After a 
couple of months, we wanted to 
help other shelter dogs. We ran into 
a PPP volunteer at a local store and 
we signed up to see what it was all 
about. 

It wasn’t long until we learned that 
helping shelter dogs at PPP was 
only a fraction of what the program 
was about. In our first 6 months 

we were required to take training 
classes taught by the offenders to 
learn how to work with the service 
dogs in training. It has been inspiring 
to witness how PPP is giving real 
world training to the offenders. Both 
Margie and I agree that our offender 
trainer Rachel has been the best dog 
trainer we have worked with, inside 
or outside PPP.

Last month we got to attend our first 
PPP graduation. Seeing the service 
dogs that we had trained with find 
new owners, and also seeing the 
offenders stand proudly next to the 
fruits of their labor, really made us 
feel proud of volunteering with PPP. 

When people ask me why we 
volunteer at PPP, I simply ask: If our 
dog was able to help Margie and 
I through so much, and eventually 
inspire us to volunteer to help others 
. . . . . Just think of what a PPP dog 
is capable of doing for someone in 
need. . .”
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Celebrating growth  by Grace Van Dyke

Volunteer Spotlight  by Mollyrose Sommer

Prison Pet Partnership 
extends a well-earned 
congratulations and 
thank you to everyone 
who helped make this 
graduation a big success!

Russell and Margie Aoki with 
their rescued dog Sammie.

For kennels 
& grooming:
•   cat litter

•  cat food (wet and dry)

•   gallon containers 
of bleach

•  fabric for scarves

•  soft dog beds

•  SURF laundry soap

 
For Service 
Dog Program:
•   gift cards to animal  

or office supply stores

•  Kongs

•  dog treats

•  post-it notes

•  dog food

thank you!



INMATE CORNER

TH
E

PPP offender employee releases!
July has been an exciting month here at PPP as we prepare for 
the release of offender employee Chris! Chris started with our 

program in December of 2007 beginning in the kennels 
and eventually working her way to becoming one of the 
best service dog trainers we have on staff. During her 
time with the program Chris has helped place countless 
service, therapy and paroled pets into the surrounding 
community. PPP is very excited for Chris to begin her 
new life on the outside as she has received a scholarship 
through the PPP Inmate Scholarship Fund to earn her 
Veterinary Technician degree. Chris is looking forward 
to starting classes and finding employment in the 
veterinary field! 

At the PPP service dog graduation in May of this year, 
Chris was the offender speaker and had this to say. “Overall, for 
those of us that are willing to work on ourselves and grow and 
heal, this program not only creates a space to do this for the 
dogs but also for us. I don’t know of any other program in this 
institution that you not only get to nurture an animal, at the same 
time you are nurturing yourself and growing. I can’t wait to get 
out there and continue to be a part of it.” We here at PPP will 
miss you Chris but know you are moving on to bigger and better 
things. We look forward to watching you grow and succeed in 
your new life beyond the prison walls. 

Chris with PPP dog Uno.

A note from the director
We kicked off this beautiful summer with the graduation of three service dogs and one therapy dog. In addition 

to celebrating the dogs that graduated, women offenders graduated from our basic pet care class and some from 

our basic obedience class. So what is in store for the rest of the summer and into the fall? Besides getting out into 

the sunshine at our outreach booths, our offender groomers will be gearing up for their first International Pet 

Groomer’s certification tests. 

Also in store for this year is a remodel. Our building is divided by a wall which makes it challenging to have large 

training classes, and provide enough space for our groom room. Soon, the building committee will begin planning 

to meet the needs of a growing program particularly with grooming certification and providing opportunities for 

more offenders to get involved in the program as dog trainers. We are excited about the opportunities that lie ahead. 

And speaking of opportunities, PPP is always looking for individuals willing to serve on subcommittees of the 

board. In addition to the building committee, other committees include: finance, marketing and fund development. 

If you have a special interest or talent in any of these areas but do not want to commit to serving on the board, 

please contact us!

Wishing you a safe and sunny summer!

MARK YOUR CA LENDAR:
Dugan Foundation’s Woofstock 
August 3rd – University of Puget Sound

Puyallup Fair 
September 7th & 8th – Puyallup Fairgrounds

Gig Harbor Midday Rotary’s Harbor Hounds* 
September 14th – Gig Harbor Waterfront

MARK YOUR CA LENDAR:

Good luck Chris!

Mission Statement 

Prison Pet Partnership 
enriches the lives of inmates, 
homeless animals and the 
community through the 
human-animal bond.

Board of Directors 
Kay Hayes 
President

Anne Kerker 
Vice President

Pete Philley 
Secretary

Jennifer Pomeroy 
Treasurer

Bonnie Bush 
John Davies 
Andrew Morrison 
Melissa Morrison 
Gemma Zanowski

Staff

 
Beth Rivard 
Executive Director 

 
Rachel Keeler 
Vocational Education Program Manager 

 
Grace Van Dyke 
Service Dog Program Manager 

 
Mollyrose Sommer 
Program Assistant 

 
Ruth Bloch 
Grooming Instructor 

 
Teresa Crutchfield 
Office/Development Assistant

Advisory Committee 
Penny Drost, Indra Finch, 
George LeMasurier, Richard 
Levandowski, Hugh McMillan, 
Laura Waters DVM

Graphic Design 
Lynn Stevenson

Prison Pet Partnership 

9601 Bujacich Road NW

Gig Harbor, WA 98332

PH  253-858-4240

FX  253-858-4202

PrisonPetPartnership.org

* Please note due to the 
construction downtown, Donkey Creek 
Park will not be open for this year’s 
event so be sure to register early! 
PPP dogs will still be out and about 
and our booth will be open! If you 
have never attended before, be sure 
to check out their website at www.
harborhounds.com. 



“There is nothing wrong with 
change, if it is in the right 
direction” – Winston Churchill

Prison Pet Partnership took this 
quote to heart this year, changing 
a longstanding tradition; we like to 
think it was in the right direction! 

This year we were thrilled to partner 
with Pen Met Parks and host our 
annual volunteer potluck picnic 
at the newly refurbished Sehmel 
Homestead Park! We took over the 

pavilion with over 20 of our dedicated 
volunteers, board members and 
our three service dog clients who 
were mid-process of their service 
dog training. It was a real treat to sit 
down with such a diverse group to 
relax and meet family members, and 
celebrate in all of the joys of placing 
three seizure response dogs with 
such wonderful clients.

PPP wants to thank our volunteers 
and volunteer board members for all 

of their dedication over the past year 
– if we could have a party for you 
every day we would! We want to say 
a special thank you to Eric Gunther at 
Pen Met Parks for all of his efforts in 
helping us host a great evening – we 
look forward to working with you in 
the future! 

Have a knack for party planning?  
Want to give back to your community in a fulfilling and joyful way?? 

Prison Pet Partnership is calling for volunteers to assist with our AUCTION PLANNING COMMITTEE for next year’s event! 
Opportunities can include procurement, decorations, contract liaison, sponsorship coordinator – and many more! Have a blast 

getting to know staff and other volunteers and create a night that your community will never forget!

A gaggle of PPP volunteers dressed to the nines joined Grace, 
our intern Sae, and a host of program dogs for a quick photo op 
before the night took off!

Interns past and present gather for a photo op. Joining them are paroled pet 
Naudia (owned by our intern Stephanie) and current paroled pet Fiona!

A time to celebrate and reflect on a great year  by Mollyrose Sommer

It’s hard to believe another Bark and 
Bid has come and gone! Bark and 
Bid 2013 has turned out to be our 
greatest success yet and we have 
all of you to thank for that. In total 

we raised over $65,000 that will go 
directly to the Prison Pet Partnership 
and its programs. The evening event, 
which was held again at the Tacoma 
Convention Center, was a magical 

night filled with bidding, eating and 
chatting with friends of the program. 
It was also a chance to see three 
graduates of our program and hear 
how they have been doing since their 
release from prison. Mary, CeCe and 
Autumn shared wonderful stories of 
their successes working in the animal 
care and grooming industry. It was 
a pleasure to see them again and 
to hear how the program played an 
influential part in their success after 
incarceration! 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to send a big THANK YOU to all who 
support our program! To our donors 
– without the special items you give 

to our program we would not be 
able to raise the needed funds to 
run the Prison Pet Partnership. To 
our attendees – you make the night 
something to remember! We are 
finally able to put faces to names 
and meet many of our regular 
boarding and grooming clients as 
well as service dog teams. And 
lastly to our sponsors – with your 
generosity we are able to take all of 
the money raised during our event 
and put it directly toward program 
development. Bark and Bid has 
always been a special night thanks 
to all of you... We could not do this 
without you!

Bark and Bid 2013 Wrap Up  by Rachel Keeler

PPP is 

going green
Please let us know if 
you would like to 

receive our newsletter 
via email rather than 
snail mail, or be 
removed from our 

mailing list.

MANY THANKS TO

Debra Enneking D.D.S. 

6504 Wollochet Dr. NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
DebraEnnekingDDS.com 

253-858-5869


